Example of Old Testament Textual Criticism
IT Samuel 21:19
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Elhanan the son of Jaare-oregim, the Bethlehemite, struck down Goliath
the Gittite, the shaft of whose spear was like a weaver's beam. (ESV)

I Chronicles 20:5
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Elhanan the son of Jair struck down Lahmi the brother of Goliath the
Gittite, the shaft of whose spear was like a weaver's beam. (ESV)

Proposed Original Text
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Elhanan the son of Jaare-oregim, the Bethlehemite, struck down the

brother of Goliath the Gittite, the shaft of whose spear was like a
weaver's beam.

Note that I Chronicles leaves out 7 letters shortening the name of Jaare-
oregim to Jair and turning “the Bethlehemite” into the name Lahmi.

Also note that II Samuel turns *nx “brother of” into the definite direct
object marker nx .



