
Example of ,Old Testament Textual Criticism

II Samu el21lzl9

:n.'l-lx rtipl tn'lij Fy-1 'nil n,1!1 rrq'nri?,1 ;,p nrilh\f.V:-ilhii?X n:

Elhanan the sion of Jaare-oregim, tlhe Bethlehemite, struck down Goliath
the Gittite, the shaft of whose spear was like a weaver's beam. (ESV)

I Chronicles 2025

n'llN rr.:4pln.':fj Fy_'l 'flil n;hln4\nry?-n$ -lly:-,lt 
t:ii?U l':f

Elhanan the son of Jair struck down Lahmi the brother of Goliath the
Gittite, the shLaft of whose spear was like a we)aver's beam. (ESV)

Proposed Original Text

''D[?ir n'p n'i1x]r.v:-tphil?]$ llt n'l'lx 'rrial rn'l[ F]r-'l 'ni,l n"1h]i:r$

Elhanan the son of Jaare-oregim, the Bethlehemite, struck rdown the
brother of Goliath the Gittite, the shaft of whose spear was like a
weaver's bearn.

Note that I Clrronicles leaves out 7 letters shortening the name of Jaare-
oregim to Jair: and turning "the Bethlehemite" into the name Lahmi.

Also note that II Samuel turns rfiN "brother of into the definite direct
object marker nN .


